
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 28, 2016 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

During the last two weeks of April, Hillsborough Middle School will be administering the State of New 

Jersey standardized assessments for 7
th
 and 8

th
 grade.  New Jersey is a member of the Partnership for 

Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) and has adopted the PARCC assessments 

as its statewide standardized assessment tool.  The PARCC assessments are computer based and 

aligned to the New Jersey and Common Core State Standards.  HMS students in grades 7-8 will take the 

PARCC assessments in English-Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics.  

 

 The English/ language arts assessments will focus on reading comprehension involving a range 

of texts; analyzing sources critically; writing effectively when analyzing text; and building and 

presenting knowledge through research and the integration of ideas.  

 

 The mathematics assessments will require students to demonstrate conceptual understanding; 

mathematical fluency (the ability to select and explain their choice of computational method); the 

application of math content; and the ability to express mathematical reasoning and modeling 

using mathematics in the context of real-world problems. 

 

 PARCC does not currently have a science assessment.  Therefore, New Jersey will require all 

8th grade students to be tested in the area of science using the NJASK-science on May 25th in 

order to comply with current state and federal regulations. 

 

There are many important reasons why students should take these assessments, and take them 

seriously, doing their best to demonstrate their current progress in meeting the standards for literacy and 

mathematic knowledge and skills set by the state of New Jersey and our local Hillsborough Board of 

Education for all students.  Individual score reports can provide detailed analysis of each student’s 

academic strengths and areas for growth in these core disciplines and help students, parents, and 

teachers make informed decisions regarding academic programs to best meet individual needs. 

 

Please note that with the transition from the High School Proficiency Assessment (HSPA) to PARCC that 

began last year, the state of New Jersey provided multiple options for students currently enrolled in high 

school to meet the testing requirement for graduation.  However, the proposal now before the NJ State 

Board of Education is that students in the graduating Class of 2020 (current 8th grade students) will be 

required to take the PARCC assessments in all applicable courses before they can choose an alternative 

assessment to meet the graduation requirement.  Starting with the Class of 2021 (current 7th grade 

students), the proposal calls on the NJ Department of Education to require that students pass English 

Language Arts 10 and the Algebra I end-of-course PARCC assessments as the requirement for 

graduation.  http://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/parents/GradReq.pdf 
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For additional information on PARCC and state assessments for New Jersey students, please visit the NJ 

Department of Education resource page at http://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/parents/ 

 

In this letter, you will find an outline of the testing schedule along with a link to additional information on 

PARCC in Hillsborough including access to sample test questions and tutorials that will be used in school, 

but are also available for your review at home, to help acquaint your child with the PARCC assessments. 

Finally, I have included a reference list of the supplies students will need or may wish to have during 

testing.  Some will be provided by HMS, while others are the responsibility of students to provide.   

 

ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE 

The PARCC Assessments for grades 7 and 8 will take place at HMS between 8:30 a.m. – approx.11:00 

a.m. (end times will vary) according to the following schedule: 

April 19     Math Unit 1  (80 min)* 

April 20   Math Unit 2  (80 min)* 

April 21     Math Unit 3  (80 min)* 

 
*For math, most students will complete the Math 7 or Math 8 assessments.  However, those students currently enrolled in Algebra 

or Geometry will take the respective Algebra or Geometry unit 1-3 assessments which are each 90 minutes in length. 

 

April 22 is an early dismissal day for students.  Teacher in-service professional development will take 

place in the afternoon.  HMS students will dismiss at 12:30 pm.  No testing is scheduled for this day.  

There will be no lunch service either due to the early dismissal. 

 

April 25     English/ Language Arts Unit 1  (110 min) 

April 26   English/ Language Arts Unit 2  (110 min) 

April 27     English/ Language Arts Unit 3  (90 min) 

 

Although each unit test requires between 80-110 minutes, additional time is allocated for the testing 

periods each day to allow for students to settle in to the testing rooms, provide for distribution and 

collection of materials, reading of directions, etc.  Please refer to the HMS website for more specific 

details on the testing times and class schedule adjustments for each of the testing dates. 

 

 

PARCC RESOURCES & PREPARATIONS 

 

We have established a PARCC Resource page on the HMS website with more complete details, 

schedules, links, and resources for parents, students and staff.  Simply click on the PARCC icon below or 

look for it on the HMS website at http://www.htps.us/hms  and it will connect you to a host of 

resources and information on the most frequently asked questions regarding PARCC for Hillsborough 

Middle School. 

 

Over the next few weeks, literacy and math teachers will show students the PARCC tutorials and sample 

test problems to ensure that all students are comfortable using the various online tools associated with 

the tests as well as familiar with the types of questions they will encounter.  In addition, an “infrastructure 

test” will be run in homeroom one morning this week to ensure all devices are properly configured and 

everyone is able to access the test navigation module using the online tools and manipulating the testing 

environment itself to build comfort level prior to the test dates.   

http://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/parents/
http://www.htps.us/hms
http://www.htps.us/Page/4030


 

 

I encourage you to review sample PARCC questions and tests for yourself along with additional 

information about the PARCC assessments and score reports by visiting:  

http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/practice-tests 

Our literacy and math curricula along with that of our science, social studies, and other departments 

focuses student learning on critical thinking skills, the ability to analyze text and data, to convey 

knowledge and integration of ideas through research and writing, and to express mathematical reasoning 

and scientific modeling based in real-world problems.  The PARCC tests are aligned with the New Jersey 

standards and Hillsborough’s curricula so any in-class PARCC review reinforces important knowledge 

and skills associated with our normal instruction over the course of the school year.  Our students are well 

prepared for the design and rigor of the PARCC assessments. 

As always, please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions.  On behalf of the entire 

faculty and staff at HMS we thank you for taking time to read through this important information and for 

taking time out over the next few weeks to review our PARCC resource page with your child.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Joseph Trybulski, Ed.D. 

Principal 

 

SUPPLIES FOR TESTING 

 

1. Fully charged Chromebook (student responsibility) 
The PARCC assessments are entirely computer-based.  Students will therefore complete the tasks online using their school-

issued Chromebooks.  It will be critical that each student come to school prepared with his or her Chromebook fully charged 

and ready to go each day of testing.   

 

2. Earbuds/Headphones (student responsibility) 
Some of the literacy units on the PARCC assessments may include video components.  For this reason student are required to 

have a set of earbuds or headphones that can function with their Chromebooks.  All students should already have a personal 

set of earbuds as part of their regular set of school supplies given their work with Chromebooks at HMS on a daily basis.  

Please make certain that your child has functional earbuds for use in school during our testing week. 

 

3. Pencils/Paper (provided by school) 
All students will receive a pencil and scratch paper for use during the tests.  Students may use pencil and scratch paper for  

brainstorming, drafting, note-taking, or calculations, but all final answers must be recorded online via the Chromebook. 

 

4. Calculator (provided by school/ available within the test) 
Students will be permitted to use specific types of calculators on some sections of the math assessment. Where appropriate, 

students will have access to a calculator as one of the online tools built into the PARCC tests.  This ensures that all students 

will have access to the calculator features that will be appropriate to their grade level and assessment (i.e. basic function 

calculator for 7th grade, scientific calculator for 8th grade, or graphing calculator for Algebra/Geometry).   

 

5. Computer Mouse (recommended) 
A mouse is not required for testing, however, many students may be more comfortable using a mouse during assessments in 

lieu of the touchpad.  If your child would be more comfortable using a mouse, please be sure to provide one for him or her.  

 

6. Reading Material (highly recommended) 
Students who finish early and have logged-out of the test are only permitted to have access to a school- appropriate book to 

read while others in the room are still testing.  No electronic devices (e.g. cell phones, tablets, e-readers) are permitted to be in 

use by anyone in the classroom while testing is in session.   

http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/practice-tests

